Rethinking Resource Sharing
RRSORG-L@LISTSERV.UCOP.EDU
June 15, 2007

Dear Library Industry Partner,

You may have heard about the Getlt! Button (current working name) that is debuting at ALA. Sponsored
by the Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative (http://rethinkingresourcesharing.org/ ), Getlt!! is an open
source, vendor neutral tool that enables people to search the web using any popular search engine and
view sources, including libraries and book sellers, to obtain a published item. Getlt! is a key resource for
libraries who want to reach non-library users or who have pondered how to reach the 98% who,
according to a recent OCLC study, do not begin information searches at their local library’s catalog.

The Rethinking Resource Sharing Interoperability Working Group has developed an early version of the
Getlt! button and will be talking about this to librarians at Annual ALA in Washington. Getlt! uses
metadata (COInS) where it exists but it can also locate published materials via ISBN and other match
points in the actual html. When a user presses the Getlt! button on their browser, a list of suppliers
appears. This list shows the supplier, format, title, author, terms and cost. The user can then click on any
one of the items in the list to be taken directly to the supplier they have chosen. Depending on the
supplier, the user can order the item, place a hold, make an ILL request or view the data online. A brief
Getlt! scenario follows, to help you visualize Getlt!I's simplicity and power.

We would like to enlist as many library industry vendors as possible in supporting the project. What does
this mean? First, we request that each automation system or search tool vendor review the enclosed
“Supporting the Getlt! button” document to determine in what fashion you will support the project, as a
“source” web site that the Getlf! button extracts resources from and/or as a supplier website that the
Getlt! button can take users to for obtaining items..

This button will be available as an open source project and, though in early development, is intended to
operate with all interested sources and suppliers. We expect your customers will want to know your
plans after we announce the Getlt! button at ALA.

If you have any questions about the Getlt button or the Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative, please
contact either Gail Wanner (gail.wanner@sirsidynix.com, chair of the Interoperability Working Group) or
Barbara Preece (bpreece@blc.org, co-chair of the Rethinking Initiative).

We hope that you will join us in demonstrating to libraries how simple tools can broaden their reach. We
also trust you are open to enabling interoperation with freely-available tools such as the Getlt! button.

Sincerely,

Rethinking Resource Sharing
Interoperability Working Group



A Simple Getit! Scenario

User performs an online search and opens a web page. In this case, the user is on a Wikipedia page but
Getlt! works equally well with booksellers, media suppliers, library catalogs and bibliographies.

9 Dob Dylan - Wikipe dia, the free encyclopedia - Mozilla Iirefox
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WIKIPEDIA This anicie is about the recording anist. For his seif-titied debut alburn, see Bob Dyian (aibium).
The Freo Encyclapedia Bob Dylan (bom Robert Allen Zimmerman, May 24, 1941) is a Grammy, Golden Globe and Bob Dylan

navagation Academy Award-winning American singer-songwriter, author, musician, and poet who has been a
= sin page major figure in popular music for fve decades. Much of Diylan's most notable work dates from the
= Cortarts 19605, when he becarne an informal documentarian and rolustant figurchead of American unrest

Some of his sangs, such as “Blowin’ in the Wind" and “The Times They Are a-Changin” [
bacame antherns of the anti-war and i rights movements. His most recent studia album,
Modom Timos, reloased an August 29, 2008, entored tho U.S. album charta at #1, making him,
interaction al age 65, the uldest living persun L Lp thuse charts.”!
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= Rerert changes
= Upload-fle wizarct

= Fandom artcts

Dylans early lyrics incorparated poliics, social commentary, philosophy and literary influences.
datying existing pop music canventians and appealing widsly ta the counterculture of the tirme.
While expanding and percanalizing musical styles, he has shown stoadfast devation ta many
traditions of American song, from folk and country/blues to rack and rall and rockabilly, to

= Contactus
= Make s donstion English, Scottish and Irsh folk music. even jazz, swing, Broadway, hard fock and gospel.
- el Dylan performs with the guitar, keyboard and harmonica. Backed by a changing lineup of
— musicians, he has toured steadily since the late 14Us on what has been dubbed the “Never
= Ending Tour". He has aloo performed alongside other major artista, such ao Willis Nelson, Paul
= T — Gimon, The Gratefl Dead, Tom Petty, Stevie Nicks, Oruce pringsteen, U2, The Rolling Stones,
Seahs

(oo ] (ead] Patti Srrith, Jack White, Merle Haggard, Neil Young, Jahnny Cash, Van Marrison, George
tootbar Harnson, Kinga Starr and Enc Clapton. Although his accomplishments as a performer and et T e romca U ST DB
= Vit ks hero recording arist have been central o his carcer, his songwiiting s gencrally rogarded to be his Background information
= Releted changes. greatest contribution. P! Birthname  Robert Allen Zimmerman
= Undom e

His career accomplishments include the Polar Music Prize, the Grammy Lifstime Achievernent | Aloo known as Elston Gunnn, Blind Boy.

= Specia paces
o ward, Kennady Canter Honors, and mdustian inta the Hack and Kal Hall at Fame, Nashula Grunt, Lucky Wilbury, Boa

= prirtatie version
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1 User clicks "Getlt" from a web page
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| Source Format  Title Authar Terms Fee

| Ohio Libraries Share - MORE Down The Highway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard 4 week loan Request
Powell's Books Down The Highway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Purchase  $11.95

| Barnes & Noble Down The Highway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Purchase 427,50

| Tripod Down The Highway: The Life ©F Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard 2 week loan Free

| Open WorldCat he Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Search Free

| Myl he Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Term loan  Free
Rolling Praitie Library System Down The Highwway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard 3 week loan Free
Amazon Down The Highway: The Life ©F Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Purchase

Metro Boston Library Network Down The Highway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard 21 day loan Free
Abe Books Down The Highway: The Life OF Bob Dylan Sounes, Howard Purchase  US$ 1.63
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Down the highway : the life of Bob Dylan / Howard Sounes.
LEsmiliiogm 2ton by Sones, Howard, 1965~

* Holdings e York : Grove Press, c2001. 2001
Fetion & Bisgraghy A
Subjects  ® Dylan, Bob, 1341~
First Chapter Excerpts L byRBRE Ise]
Lbrary Journal Revien ) ® Singers -~ United States -~ Biography.
Publishr Waskly Ravises 5o os02116888
Summary Description: i, 527p.. 16]p. of phtes : ll.; 24 cm.

Add to my st ] [ RequestA Copy

More by this author Copy/Holding information
® Sounes, Howard, 1965~
Location Collection CallNo. Status
Subjects Request This Copy
Lincaln PLD Eiograph, B0 Avaitable
® Oylan Bob 1341~ s ! A0 Gopy 1o Mylizt
® Singers — United States ~- Bioaraphy i
Chatham Area PO Eiography & v Avaitable foqms Thcon]

dd Copy to MyList
Browse Catalog

by suthor. Rochester PL siography BV svailable
@ sounss, Howard, 1965~

Request This Copy
dd Copy to MyList

Request This Copy

o Shabyille P sieaashy s Availa Pt T copy
i
@ Downthe highay ;. ecatur Public Lbrar niction wailable Renuitat Thiz copy
Decatur Public Library Nori 71680920 o it S
Lncoln brary - bain Nonfiction rezanseon AT O]
Search Bookstores opyo kit
Request This opy
Lncoln Lbrary - West Branch Nonfiction Tezanes 1L Avsitabl
®  Barnes and Noble v Add Copy to Mylist

Dore.

3 User is taken to the chosen source

In this case, if the user is a registered borrower at this library, he or she can request the item. If the
selected supplier was a media rental system or a bookseller, the appropriate entry point for placing an
order would be displayed.



Supporting the Getlt! button

Websites may support the Getlt! button in either or both of the roles of source or supplier.

A source website is one that the Getlt button can extract descriptive information about an item such as a
book, movie or music album. Typically the descriptive information is a unique identifier (e.g. ISBN or UPC)
plus several other descriptive data elements such as author, title, publisher, and publication date. A few
well-known websites that could serve as sources are Amazon.com, Open WorldCat, Wikipedia,
IMDB.com and a library’s OPAC.

A supplier website is one that the Getlt! button can send a query to and determine whether the item is
available from that website. This query is formulated using the information extracted from a source
website, so typically the query would be a URL such as http://www.amazon.com/o/ASIN/0679600108,
which queries Amazon.com for the Modern Library Reprint edition of Moby Dick. A few well-known
websites that could serve as suppliers are Amazon.com, Open WorldCat, a library’s OPAC and a state-
wide resource sharing service.

To support the Getlt! button as a source, your website must either insert COInS metadata in its item
displays, or you will have to develop a “source description” XML file that instructs the Getlt! software how
to extract the descriptive information using a combination of XPath and regular expressions.

To support the Getlt! button as a supplier, your website must either support OpenURL-style links to item
displays (from where the user can place a request, order, etc.) or you will have to develop a “supplier
description” XML file that instructs the Getlt! software how to link to the item’s page on your website using
a combination of XPath and regular expressions.

Technical documentation on developing “source description” files is being posted to the Rethinking
Resource Sharing group’s website at http://rethinkingresourcesharing.org .




